T g ki =

Prd.or ta October 25, ] 42I ]
garary and RedRun.caémeged‘ 3¢ T ol sl uehman's, Alle-

. | at Bowma 5 : :
verc made under the supervisi piopoi€s The communion divisions

sr'ogations to wor with s ‘ ]
_ ame benc
30vmensville. poee

WE ARE INTERESTED IN A HISTORY OF GEHMAN'S CHURCH ONLY TONIGHT.

Now we must 80 to Switzerland Here ]
il , ; . we find the potenti h-
-Eap S llennonite church elght generations back inl7€4.e - Gy
vT1lP 1rom Emmet Thal to Gehman's Thal,

Switzerland is a small Buropean Republic. Com rising o

Square miles. On the west are the Jura mountaill?ls neag b;lgré5égzo
Alps. Bounded on the west by France, on the north by Germany, on
Uthe east Austria-Hungary and on the south is Italy. In this flat
valley, having the Jura mountans on the west as a boundary betwen

by the nobility of Switzerland. It is believed they were driven
here from the canton of Bern that large ana-baptist chureh where
Severe persecution prevailed for 350 years., ¥

They lived in peace on their rented little farms until 1734 when
an edict was issued by the rulers that all Mennonites must be
driven out of the Bishopric. However, the owners of these little
farms and the noblemen came forwared and pleaded for the Mennonites
Tey said: "the natives are no farmers, these Mennonites are good
farmers: we want them to farm our land". Therefore the edict was
never carried out.

OQur ancestors in Switzerland were poor but vey industerous. They
prospered materially and numerically. There estate was soon to
small. Emigration was the only answer. Emigrate they did for con-
science sake., Early in the year 1754 a group of these Mennonites
embarked for Pennsylvania in America. Among tis group was the
nucleus of Gehman's Mennonite church.

This particular ship, named Phenix, landed at Philadelphia on
October 1, 1754 The ship record shows that there were 25 Menno-
nites on the Phenix, That means that there were 25 men over 16
years of age on board. It is estimated that the whole group of Men-

nonites on the ship was one hundred or more. '
What we are interested here this evening evening are few that

found their way to "Gehman's Thal". _

Among the group were : Christian Gehmap, John Gehman, Niklous
Shantz, Hans Shantz,Joseph Wenger, (the first deacon for the Geh-
man's Community) , Just £ hoenaur,Hans Burchglter, Hans Moser.‘IN
THESE EIGHT MEN LIES THE POTENTIAL GEHMAN'S MENNONITE CHURCH.Rough
hewd from the fires and blood of religeous persecution,
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The emigrant Christian Gehman begat four sons: Christian, Daniel,
:nedict, Abraham . | _ |
1§BOf Christianpwe know practically nothing. Likely he was born in

itzerland because the ship record gives his name. !
?gﬁtgzgiel was born in Switzerland. Came to America with hig par

. - ' l O ’ : ' : ; . |
?ggsBegéggctatze third son was born in Switzerland, inl744, Lived

firet in Brecknock township, Lanc.Co. Pa. Later in East Farl




tOWnEhip, Lanc . Co P
. ‘y Y2, By March 179)
j(-ﬂ)tigrl;’lﬁnnonite church in Weaverlng angea‘;ﬁegnf:ct;ge deacon
My the youngest 1lived op fathe T 06 years.

Pa, °n his father's farm in Beplks Co,,
SPIRIT WAS AND IS TRp Lobo BUngﬂmy?CH ON THE. HUMAN SIDE. THE HOLYy

worspiped in private homes for some 86 years, The house where Bro,

"Eddie" Hursts live ' was used as
‘ _ a place of publie worshi
;kelf: brothers and sister « In the room facing gehman's churgh ggey

Christian Bowman was the first minister Jose
. . Ph Wenger was the
first deacon. In 1846 the first meeting house was bEilt. "

-—-—"—-—-—-——_—_________
THE MINISTRY

The m?nistry was plural. The system was circulating, Therefore
every minister affiliated with the circuit, even though he was

not -spgcially grdained for Gehman's was neverthe less a contrib-

™ §
1:1tor e’ Guhaady 8 _churgh The congregations are still dovetailed
1nto each other and it will be for the good of the cause if they
remain that way. Woe to the Mennonite church when gnee we get
80 worldly that we adopt a one man ministry, Preachers notes were

taboo. Programs and special meetings were c¢onsidered “popular and
therefore dangerous,

-——-—-—-—_——_——_.-_—“m__-

NAMES OF THE FIRST MINISTER, CHRISTIAN BOWMAN WHO DIED IN 1790
TO OUR LAST ORDAINED, AMOS HOSTETTER, FEB.11,1959 ARE 24,

(1) Date of ordination of Christian Bowman is not definisely known,
He was a miller by trade.Died 1790,

(2) Ulrich Burkholder. A brother to Christian Burkholder, Bishop of
the Groffdale district, is also mentioned among the first ministers
before 1773. He lived a little to the east of Bowmansville. & farme.
by trade. Died 1804,

' ' dea

Daniel Gehman of the third generation, was first ordained a
((:21)1 innl‘7‘74. A preacher in 1792 . Died in 1809. He was ordaine
principally for Gehman's cengregation., He was an outstapdlng man in
the congregation history and tradition agree, Was often called a-

way to the Conestogla vally on special occasions.

' In 1816 he tQok

seph Bowman was ordained a preacher in 1802, i

l(:\:g %:mill)y and about one third of the Alleghany church and waindlu(eru
Conestoga wagon-wise to the wilds of €anada. Died among hig flog

in Canada in 1842.

ordained a preacher soon after Joseph Bowman

;Zéc?:%:t}gg gg::dgaia.n 1816. He died of g hilnﬁrinﬁirilélz;;:; ogrcﬁm
the age of 59 years. During s linge h

:gﬁgtgg ig wroteshis beautiful german hymn in the foym of an a

crostic.,



(3) Con%inued-- THE MINISTRY

CHRIETTAN CEHMAN, Ordained in 1317.

J3dmar '3 meeting house. pr ched fo A TE
81 yerss i 1856, ) T 27 years. He died

JOS 4APH 9E§M@N. Crdained g minister on June 19,1843, After
or atouq_-P;S, at his own request, he was given the office
deaccn at his own réquest. Died in 1894, Aged 86 years.
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BIS@UPﬂJ@COB MOSEIAN. Was ordained to the ministry in Baden Gerp-
Aany,in 1822, and Bishop in 1825. Came to Bowmansville - Gehman's

dis*tricv in 1852, Died in the City of Lancaster in the ear of =~ °
1876. Ag=d 81 years. i |

iEETER‘MUSSER. Ordained as an assistant to Bishop Moseman in 1860,
Miristered over the entire district, The congregation flourished

'und§r hos ministry. He died Feb.2%,1874, at the age ol 55 years.
Buried at Pine Grove burial ground.

BENJAMIN HCORNING. Ordained March 50, 1867,. As an assistant min-
ister overthe entirpe district. Had a Speclal charge over the glle-
ghany cengregation. His voice was often heard on funersl occasions
O his neighdbors as well as 1n the Conestopa valley. He was gifted
with more than ordinary eloquence. His sermons bristled with
Scripture quotations from begining to the end. Died Nov.5,1903,
Aged o0 years. Preached for 41 vears,

ABRAHAM B.GEAMAN. A great-grand-son of Daniel Gehman. Was ordained
to the ministry in 1874, on May 25. Died May 23, 1911. Aged 65 year

CHARISTIAN STAUFFER. A native of Germany. Ordained to the ministry
in 1877. Preached for 10 years. Died Aug. 5,1887. Was old 64 vears.

HENRY G.GOOD. A grand-son of Daniel Gehman. Ordained a minister
of the district, Oct.25. 1887. Preached the word for 28 years.
Died Nov.1l0, 1915, at the age of 70 years.

NOAH B.BOWMAN. Ordained Nov.27, 1901. He was among the first_of the
Lancaster Confercncy to engage in special evanggllstlc_efforts.f
Died July 5, 1926. HHmving labored in his appointed fielf for 24
years. Aced 52 years.

MOSES G.GEHMAN. A great-great-grand-son.pf preacher Daniel Gehman.,
Ordained Sept 3, 1912. Called for the district.,

ISAAC W.GEIGLEY. Ordained as minister for the district, on Nov,l14&4,
1926, Died Feb. 1946.

GEORGE G.HOKNING. Ordained for the district June 10, 1925. Died
Dec.l. 1946,

BENJAMIN F.WEAVER. Feb. 24, 1944, +« + o« ¢ ¢ o
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HOWARD ZI-G'OODl ch ,29 5 1945,"'""""""'19'541 BEEEREEREERERE

PAUL Z+MARTIN. Feb.l5, 1950.- Pav o as@e A

mm Bﬁm. “‘i w. 195‘!0!0..#.:--11111-11---na--..
WARREN W.MARTIN., Sept 10, 1953, (Alsac Manor) .
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(&)  Continued-- THE MINISTRY
WALREJ W. MARTTN Ordained Sept.l0 y 4953......

AMOS HOSTETTER. Ordained Feb.1ll, 1959..... .

On these men of God, preachers

and deacons, cal
gnd plac?d by the church we Stand in awe ar’ld. 301-}1321'0:1:
us worklng of God in Preserving the church,
from Fredrick Le.HOsShmer's beautiful Hymns

HANS_OBERHOLTZEE. Next deacon. Was active in 1792, and on to 1803 as
as his entries into the german church book Show,

HENRY WEBER. Records show that he Served as deacon in the district
on March 11, 1791 He was ordained in weaverland, Died in 1827.

D_ANIEL GEHMAN. (Jr.) Ordained Soon after 1800, Lived neapr Adamstown,

HENRY WEBER. Son of the former deacon Henry Weber was ordained to
Succed his father, in May 1829, Served 42 years. Died 187%,

JONAS GOOD. Ordained deacon &f the district soon after the civil
war. Lived near Bowmansville where Amos Zimmerman now lives, Died

May 9, 1880, 67 years old.

NOAH M.BOWMAN. Uncle of preacher Noah BeBowman, was ordained deacon
Of the district on May 20, 1880. Died April 35,1928, Aged 75 years,
He was "the smiling deaco". We teenagers loved to meet hime

JOSErH HORNING. Father of preacher George GeHorning was ordained
deacon of the districtin 1895. Served as deacon for 36_years? Died
Nov.29,1951. He was a conservative thinker and a loyal disapliparian

his influence is felt ©o this day,.

ABRAHAM LeGEHMAN. Youngest son of preacher Abraham Gehman. Ordained

for the district an Jan.19, 1928. . | . |
In 1942 he was released i"rom direct responsibility to the home c¢cone

gregations so he may serve the Reading Mennonite churches. His er-
iginal ordination credentials remain unchanged.

,. : T 1
HAR BeHORNING. Ordalned a deacon for the d}strlct on June 1} _,
1943:?1'1&‘;61' about 1942 his jurisdiction was limited to Bowmansvillee




Precious memorijes still abide
Of the spot by the carriage road:

’

Where stood the little church in white,
Whereto with horse-buggy oft we rode.

Eighteen~forty-six was the year,
When by the rutty carriage road,

Our sturdy fathers met sans fear,
To undo their foreign load.

Here met Pious fathers of yore,

" “"MotHer's iaps graced with jewels sweet 3;
Lads and lassies with smiles galore,

-~ Young and old did each other greet.

For wayard children here they wept,
Preachers in agony did pray;

Oh ! erring one! you so long in sin have slept
Awake# awakeX lest grace will stay.

Here,on foot, Horse-back, buggy and chase,
Carriages, chuck full of kin--(futures voice):
To this little white church of former days,
We oldsters came when little boys,

Gehmans! yes, Gehman's! thats the name,
Golden memories linger bright;

Oh, sacred gpot, unknown to fame,
Yet God has blessed the little light.

Here our preachers with earnest plea
Did make the holy Word so plain;

That we sinners had to bend the knee, :
And cry, Oh, God! wash this crimson stain,

And now from the singer's table rang,
The word in song so bright and clear,

As the german sacred hymns ?hay sang,
Making earth a heaven right here.

The Holy Ghost is brooding here,

Here was Holy ground for many a youth,
Now working for God far and near
~ mill Somoclia heard God's truth,
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¢ (7) Continueq.
| / REVERE

Tlmehhas wiped away the proto shrine
ButW£ere we oft have knelt to pray:
he SOwn seed, it stil}l does sﬁine
And will through the Eternal day, :

God dwells not in tem |
_ Ples made wit
‘ Nor in the little church in wéige?anda
His grace is free To all the lands, '

And fills our hearts with joy tonight.

Here this eve in Gehman's chur
_ ch we met
Besides the noisy auto road; ’
Let us never our sire's God foget,

Whom they met besides the quiet horsy road.

Gehman'sX* yes, Gehman's church thets the name,
Golden memories linger bright;

Oh holy ground, unknown to fame,
How God is blessing the candle light!

Despite the changing scenes of time
We still worship our forbear's God

May our light never cease to shine
Never altered, nor distraught.

O Lord! our God, to Thee we prat,
This eve, at Thy Eternal Throne;
This house of wood, too will pass away ,
But Thou endurest,Thou alone,

O Lord! what our children's lot will be
Thou, and Thou anone canst tell,

wWe mortals but a mite can see,
May they drink at thy Eternal well.

Eternal love casts out all fear,
Man may raise atomic dust on high;

Our God of love is always near
He says: the Saint shall never die.

In Gehman's church we humbly bow,
The sinner's fate we have at heart;

Our need, Oh Lord] we feel Jjust now,
Our only source of life thou art.

Here in Gehman's church this holy eve,
C Comes the solemn thought of Mansions pure,

Whegg,we'll meet never more to leave
gre our joy shall ever endure,

So, in all "humility of mind"
Let us follow our forbears God;

A better we'll never find

ay of Christ they trod,
<. ~---=- By Moses Ge.Gehman
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